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ON BISHOP POLICARP SIKORSKY'S TREACHERY

(EDITORS' NOTE : During the temporary occupation by the Germans of
districts of the Ukraine, an event occurred which caused great sorrow to the
Russian Orthodox Church: a suffragan of the diocese of Volhynia, Policarp
Sikorsky, Bishop of Vladimir, Volhynia, having broken away from the Russian
Mother-Church, declared himself head of an autocephalous church in these
districts of the Ukraine and entered into collaboration with the German invaders.

This event called forth an immediate fiery response from the head of the
Russian Orthodox Church, the Acting Patriarch. Two letters from the latter
and the pronouncement of the ecclesiastical court on the case of Bishop Policarp
are reproduced by us in the following seclior.)

TO THE ORTHODOX FLOCK OF THE UKRAINE
BY THE ACTING PATRIARCH SERGIUS, METROPOLITAN OF Moscow AND
KOLOMNA
Information has reached me, the authenticity of which I have no reason to
doubt, that the Bishop of Vladimir, Volhynia, Policarp Sikorsky, has officially
called upon the German Commissar in the town of Rovno, has called himself
Archbishop of Lutsk and Kovel and at the same time head of the Orthodox
Church in the districts of the Ukraine seized by the Germans, has declared his
implacable hatred of the Soviet regime, and promised loyalty to and co-operation
with the German authorities, the supposed '"liberators" of the Ukrainian
people.
Leaving to a later occasion a detailed examination of this sorry affair, I hasten
now to warn the Orthodox flock and the clergy of the Ukraine about this fresh
wolf in sheep's clothing who, under the pretence of serving the aspirations of the
Ukrainian people, is trying to draw the'Orthodox floclc out of the safe confines
of the Church to a false path of schism and dissension.
Sikorsky's action seems to me of an exclusively political and not a Church
nature. He has done what he has done not on his own initiative but under
orders from a political party.
He was always a secular official. At the time of Petlyura he was chief of a
department of the Ministry of Education, and, when the Petlyura movement
was smashed, he took refuge, like many others, in Poland.
Sikorsky took holy orders and became a nionk when he was 50 (he is now
65), also probably under orders from a political party, which would be able in
future to count on his being appointed a bishop for their political interests.
According to well-informed circles, Sikorsky was in fact consecrated Bishop
of Lutsk in 1932, on the insistence of the authorities and as a favour to the
Petlyura party. And he remained an open Petlyurist as monk and bishop:
bragged of his dislike of the "'Muscovites", tried to speak nothing but Ukrainian
and evaded holding services in Old Slavonic.
The Orthodox flock felt, of course, that they had before them not a priest but
a party politician, and one alien at that to the traditions of their Orthodox
forebears. Consequently, Bishop Policarp Sikorsky enjoyed neither love nor,
authority among them.